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Purpose
The notes of a piece that can be entered with the zither program will be printed as zither sheet. So you can easily bring your favorite pieces on the chord zither. Now zither sheets can be made for 5 and 6-chord-zithers. Two templates are included, so that everyone can program other instruments with the zither image and music sheet. The programming function then creates a zither instrument file that needed to be filled out even earlier. So it is possible to play songs on today's old, exotic, as well as on new zithers.

Input
The entry is made with the integrated, easy grade music writing program. There are two voices and the accompanying chords are set with letters in the keys of E to Ab. The piece can then be transposed into the desired zither-Key from Bb to E.

Edition
The zither-sheet is printed in A4 size on the default printer. The edges, the grade level and the vertical spacing of the notes can be selected for each voice. Chords can be designated with letters or numbers. The accompaniment is automatically generated. In addition, in each voice can be set for three textboxes lyrics. If necessary two A4 sheets will be printed, which are glued together.

Play
The computer acts as a zither player. Thus, the melody and the accompaniment chords are controlled. Also it can help as a patient partner to practice.

Installation
The program is written in VisualBasic2010 Express. It requires the freely available Microsoft.NET_Framework_4 and can be run on Windows XP SP3, Windows Vista and Windows 7 or later. To install an internet connection is necessary because certain parts of the program can be summoned at Microsoft.

Publisher
René Diem, Rhänstrasse 25, CH-9056 Gais, Switzerland
Tel: 0041 71 793 12 14 
Mail: rene.diem@bluewin.ch

Personal
I am a retired electronics engineer, amateur accordion player and amateur programmers. This program I have developed over the last three years, so that our many years unused zithers could wake up from hibernation. In the course of software development, we have entered a number of pieces for testing, printed and played. One advantage is that you can play familiar tunes. The 80-year zither-sheets are rather unknown and not as motivating.

Download
The first published versions up to V1.20 I put provisionally for free. If the program motivates someone to zither playing and is so useful, I am of course grateful for a voluntary donation!
Download from our website: www.renediem.ch (René's Software – Zither-Noten)
(Installation instructions in the appendix)

Wishes
If someone has programmed a new instrument (eg. 9-chord zither), I'm lucky if I can get this ZitherInstrumentDatei-2-xxx.txt. I can also make this information available to other players.
I am also grateful for wishes, requests and error messages.

Existing instrument files
I made a file for psalterion 12/7 of Monastery Abbaye d'en Calcat from Dourgne (F). This harp has the C and down to display a different string spacing than upward. Upwards to correspond approximately to the standard. This harp can be operated from the zither program V1.16.
Also, there is a file for the 7-chord zither of Diezi, Kesswil


Appendix
Installation Instructions
Entered score sheet and printed out backing sheet (both leaves no mass scale)


Zither programm installing on Windows 7
Example of version V1.25 (  also applies to other versions. 

Open web www.renediem.ch
Open page Programme – Zither-Noten 

File to download: Click Zither_Install_V1_2x_DotNET_4.exe
Below it, a window appears with the text:
Would they Zither_Install..... . Exe "from" www.renediem.ch "run or save?
Choose Save in with Arrow down "Save as".

It appears the "Save As" window.
Click "New Folder". The new folder will be opened in the "Downloads".
Give him the name "zither" and click "Open."

Then click "Save".
At the bottom of a window comes with the text:
Zither_Install..... . Exe "file will not be downloaded, and can often cause damage to the computer.
Close the window with the X.

Open it with the "Windows Explorer" folder "... Downloads \ zither".
It should Zither_Install..... . Exe the file ".... . Exe "appear.
Attention! If the folder is empty, has quite possibly the anti-virus program deleted the Exe. Norton makes no such message! Please in the anti-virus program off the "Exe-Delete" and start again from scratch!

Double click this file.
A window appears with the text:
The publisher of this software could not be verified. They want to run this software?
Click "Run"

A window appears "self extracting zip file" and "Unpack all files to" .... Downloads \ zither ".
Click "ok"
Now appear in the folder "... Downloads \ zither" a folder " Zither_Install_V1_2x_DotNET"
They open that folder. It shows the following folders and files:
- Application Files folder (contains the program files
- Lustig ist das Ziegeuenerleben.zit (for example practicing song) 
- Setup.exe (installer)
- Zither.application
- Helpfile-folders: Hilfe_Deutsch, Aide_Français, Help_English 

- ZitherInstrumentDateiVorlage6Akk.txt (to program other instruments)
- ZitherInstrumentDateiVorlageMax.txt (to program other instruments)

Double click the "setup.exe"
A window "application installation - Security Warning" with the text: "The publisher could not be verified. They really want to install this application? "

Click "Install"
You will see a window with installation progress bar and in the end the zither program starts and displays on a blank sheet of music a field that indicates the installation was successful.
Select (close) and after "File - Exit" and leave the program.

Select "Start (ball) - All Programs - Rene Diem" and drag it with the right mouse button "zither notes" on the desktop and select "Create Shortcut Here".
Now the program is as usual on the desktop, where it can be accessed.
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